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“Evaluation of Sindhi Literary Historiography”

Abstract: Sindhi literary historiography represents a rich and enduring scholarly
tradition that has evolved throug/{) successive historical stages. Although it
has been documented in Sindhi, Urdu, and other languages, Urdu
scholarship on the subject remains comparatively limited. Early literary
historiography primarily emerged through poetic compilations, manuscripts,
and Tazkiras, which preserved the biographies, literary contributions, and
critical assessments of Sindhi poets. As most of these early sources were
M}ritten in Persian, their accessibility remained confined to the educated
elite.

The formal foundation of Sindhi literary historiography in the Sindhi
language is generally attributed to Khan Bahadur Muhammad Siddique
Memon’s Sindh Ji Adabi Tarikh (1937), a pioneering work that established
the discipline on modern lines. Its second volume (1951) further documented
the British period and the contributions of Sindhi poets and prose writers. In
Urdu, Syed Hassamuddin Rashidi’s Sindhi Adab (1951) is regarded as the
earliest significant work on Sindhi literary history. Together, these works
reflect the origin, development, and major milestones of Sindhi literary
historiography.

Keywords: Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai, Modern Sindhi Literature, Poetry, Resistance,
Urdu, Historiography.
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