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A Comprehensive Overview of Selected Urdu Dictionaries

Abstract: This study presents a historical and analytical overview of selected Urdu
dictionaries, tracing the evolution of Urdu lexicography from its early
rudimentary forms to modern academic and scholarly standards. Rather than
covering the entire corpus of Urdu dictionaries, the study focuses on selected
and significant works representing major stages in the historical
development of Urdu lexicography. The compilation of Urdu dictionaries
initially began with bilingual glossaries prepared to facilitate Persian and
Arabic scholars and learners, gradually developing into monolingual works
that contributed significantly to the standardization of Urdu orthography,
phonology, and semantic structures. The major milestones in this evolution
include the pioneering efforts of European orientalists as well as the
valuable contributions of native scholars. Particular attention is given to
selected landmark works, especially Farhang-e-Asifiya by Syed Ahmed
Dehlvi and Noor-ul-Lughaat by Noor-ul-Hasan Nayyar, which played a
Si]gm'ﬁcant role in the development of classical Urdu lexicography. The study
also highlights the important contribution of the Urdu Dictionary Board,

Karachi, particularly its 22-volume Urdu Lughat (Tarikhi Usool Par), a

monumental compilation based on historical principles and a significant

achievement in the scholarly tradition of Urdu lexicography.

Keywords: Urdu Lexicography, Farhang-e-Asifiya, Urdu Dictionary Board, Etymology,
Philology.
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