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Abstract: Dr. Allama Muhammad Igbal delivered a series of seven
English lectures under the title "The Reconstruction of Religious Thought
in Islam" for the renaissance of Muslim thought. His third lecture "The
Conception of God and the Meaning of Prayer" has in important place in
these lectures as it circles around the concept of God in Islam, method to
gain His attraction, the concept of time and space and Islamic ideology of
the universe. In this article, explanatory study of the lecture is presented
with critical point of view.
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“In these Lectures, which were undertaken at the request of the Madras
Muslim Association and delivered at Madras, Hyderabad, and Aligarh, 1
have tried to meet, even though partially, this urgent demand by
attempting to reconstruct Muslim religious philosophy with due regard to
the philosophical traditions of Islam and the more recent developments in
the various domains of human knowledge.” (1)
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“Individuality is a matter of degrees and is not fully realized even in the
case of the apparently closed off unity of the human being”(6)
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“The answer to this question is that God cannot be conceived as infinite in
the sense of spatial infinity. In matters of spiritual valuation mere
immensity counts for nothing”(13)
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“The other important elements in the Qur’anic conception of God, from a
purely intellectual point of view, are Creativeness, Knowledge,
Omnipotence, and Eternity.”(17)
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“Is it too much to say that the mind’s search for permanence has created
the world of physics?”(18)
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“The atom in its essence, therefore, has no magnitude; it has its position
which does not involve space.” (19)
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“From this view it obviously follows that between every two individual
“nows” or moments of time, there is an unoccupied moment of time, that
is to say, a void of time.” (24)
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“The metaphor of stream implied in this description suggests serious
objections to Newton’s equally objective view of time.”(25)
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“The alternative concept of Divine knowledge is omniscience in the sense
of a single indivisible act of perception which makes God immediately
aware of the entire sweep of history, regarded as an order of specific
events, in an eternal “now”(27)
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“The Fall does not mean any moral depravity; it is man’s transition from
simple consciousness to the first flash of self-consciousness, a kind of
waking from the dream of nature with a throb of personal causality in
one’s own being”.(29)
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